THE  ‘JOINER’ 


A Supplemental  note  to  the  paper 
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Vol.  XIII,  Part  I,  of  the  Records 


In  order  to  account  for  the  most  learned  pamphlet  of  the  whole  contro- 
versy (the  Apology  and  Vindication ) which  professed  to  be  the  compo- 
sition of  a committee  of  the  members  of  four  country  congregations,  the 
opponents  attributed  it  to  a mysterious  individual  whom  they  called  the 
Joiner  who,  though  his  assignment  was  simply  to  weld  four  separate 
contributions  into  one,  might  be  regarded  as  the  real  author.  I was 
sceptical  then  as  to  the  existence  of  such  a person,  although  there  were 
hints  in  Mr.  Thomson's  answer  Remarks  etc.  that  his  identity  was  a matter 
of  common  knowledge  in  the  Glasgow  area.  Some  time  after,  I was 
reading,  for  another  purpose,  the  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  John  Howie, 
who  lived  at  Lochgoin,  Parish  of  Fenwick , and  died  January  5th,  1793, 
published  at  Glasgow  in  1796,  and  there  (on  page  17),  I came  across  this. 
After  dealing  with  various  early  publications,  including  the  first  draft  of 
the  Scots  Worthies,  he  writes  “But  that  which  cost  me  most  thought  and 
study  was  the  writing  of  one  upon  the  administration  of  the  Lord  s Supper, 
when  the  controversy  took  place  among  the  Antiburgher  side  of  the 
Secession,  about  taking  the  bread  before  consecration.  Although  the 
protestors  furnished  me  with  most  of  the  authorities  or  materials  it  was 
always  my  custom,  before  I entered  upon  anything  of  this  nature,  in 
writing,  which  was  meant  for  the  public,  to  pray  to  the  Lord  for  light  and 
direction  and,  if  it  was  not  for  his  honour  and  glory,  that  it  might  be 
frustrated”.  This  makes  it  clear  who  the  Joiner  was,  and  going  again 
over  Mr.  Thomson’s  pamphlet  with  this  clue,  ample  confirmation  is 
furnished.  He  is  a celebrated  lay- writer  (p.v.),  he  belongs  to  neither 
branch  of  the  Secession,  nor  to  the  Relief  (page  48);  and  (page  20)  (making 
a slight  emendation  of  the  punctuation)  he  is  your  reformed  friend,  the 
Joiner,  definitely  indicating  that  he  was  a Reformed  Presbyterian. 

I thought  that  this  was  a discovery.  But,  on  turning  to  Dr.  W.  J. 
Couper’s  paper  in  the  Records  (vol.  vi  part  1)  on  John  Howie  of  Lochgoin 
and  Fenwick,  I find  on  page  62  the  Apology  and  Vindication  listed  among 
Howie’s  works,  without  any  explanation.  Dr.  Couper,  whose  knowledge 
of  Reformed  Presbyterian  by-ways  was  unique,  may  have  been  relying 
on  some  reference  unknown  to  me  for  this  attribution,  or  he  may  have 
simply  anticipated  me  in  making  the  same  inference  from  the  same 
materials.  Hugh  Watt. 
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